
NEWS 

•
groundbreaking deal 
has been signed 
between Paramount 

Pictures and Philips Interactive 
Media in the US and Europe to 
release 50 films, including exist
ing and new titles, on CDi. 
Top Gun, The Hunt for Red 
October, Naked Gun 2 1/2 and 
Patriot Games will be among the 
first CDi films available in the UK 
this autumn. They will retail at 
£15.99. 
Dr Jean-Pierre lsbouts, manag
ing director of Philips Interactive 
Media Europe (PIME), says: "We 
are also in discussion with a 

· number of other studios." 
Paramount and Philips are also
discussing the possibility of
developing interactive CDi titles.
One of these could be based on 
the popular Star Trek series.
"We are delighted to be the first 
major studio to be introducing
our feature films on the CDi for
mat," says Eric Doctorow, exec
utive vice president, Paramount
Home Video. 
PIMA president Bernie Luskin
adds: "Putting movies on disc in
the CDi format is a quantum leap 
in electronic publishing, and we
are pleased to be the first to
introduce it to the world." 
CDi films will play on any CDi
machine which has the new
Digital Video cartridge fitted. But 
one disc can still only carry 7 4
minutes of video, so most films
will have to be played on two
discs. Philips is hoping to bring a
CDi disc changer to market next
year so discs can be played
seamlessly.
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PHIL COLLINS 
Stars in first CDi film 

P
hil Collins will make his 
CDi debut this autumn 
when his film Frauds is 
released simultaneously 

on video and CDi in certain 
parts of Europe. This follows a deal between Philips Interactive 
Media Europe and J&M Entertainment. 
The CDi version is likely to be launched first in Germany and then 
certain other European countries. But the CDi distribution agree
ment does not yet cover the UK and US. 
First Independent Films which has the UK video distribution 
rights for Frauds, says it has no plans as yet to release the film 
on CDi, "but it may come out in the future", says a spokes
woman. "A deal hasn't yet been negotiated with Philips." 
Frauds is a surreal black comedy which tells the story of an 
insurance investigation that spins out of control. 
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